Raising awareness about falsified
medicines with Fight the Fakes
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1. Falsified &
substandard medicines

FAKE-MEDICINES ARE .

EVERYBODY'S (R St
BUSINESS :




Definitions of Substandard and Falsified (SF) Medical

Products
Seventieth World Health Assembly update, 29 May 2017

Substandard Unregistered/Unlicenseo Falsified

1 f a2 OIF ff SF ) Medical products that have not Medical prOducts that
ALISOATFAOI A 2 2 undergone evaluation and/or approve

s : by the National or Regional Regulatof deliberatel /fl‘audU|en |
authorized medical product Authority (NRRA) for the market in Y

that fail to meet either their which they are marketed/distributed o ly misrepresent their

quality standards or used, subject to permitted conditions identity, COmpOSitiOn

under national or regional regulation

specifications, or both. and legislation. or source.




Fake medicines put patients and the general public
at risk! Can you spot the fake medicine?

Source: The Partnership for Safe Medicin
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approved
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2. Facts & Foes
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SPEAK UP ABOUT FAKE MEDICINES
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Impact of substandard and falsified medical products

Lost productivity Economic loss

Lost income

Lack of
social mobility

Wasted resources

Increased

Increased poverty out-of-pocket spending

SUBSTANDARD

AND
FALSIFIED
PRODUCTS

Loss of confidence Higher disease prevalence

Increased mortality and
morbidity (adverse effects)

Progression of
antimicrobial resistance

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SourceA study on the public health and socioeconomic impact of substandard and falsified medical products. Geneva: World &tezdtio®rg017. Licence: CGIBESA 3.0 IGO, page 15
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Key facts

An estimated 1 in 10
medical products in low
and middleincome

Anti-malarialsand antibiotics
are amongst the most
commonly reported
substandard and falsified

They affect every
region of the world

countries is substandard o
falsified

Both generic and innovator
medicines can be falsified,
ranging from very expensive
products for cancer to very
inexpensive products for

treatment of pain

They can be found in illegal
street markets, via unregulated
websites through to
pharmacies, clinics and
hospitals

They are often produced in ve
poor and unhygienic condition
by unqualified personnel, and

contain unknown impurities an(

are sometimes contaminated
with bacteria

Falsified medical productg

may contain no active
ingredient, the wrong activ
ingredient or the wrong
amount of the correct
active ingredient

They are often designed t
appear identical to the
genuine product and ma
not cause an obvious
adverse reaction

medical products

They are also found to
commonly contain corn
starch, potato starch or
chalk

Source: World Health Organization



The dangers of fake medicines

They may cause harm tc
patients and fail to treat
the diseases for which

they were intended

They lead to loss of
confidence in medicines
healthcare providers anc

health systems

They often will fail to properly
treat the disease or condition
for which they were intended,
and can lead to serious healt
conseqguences including deat

Source: World Health Organization






